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and terminated the filing of rail rates. With regards to rail transportation policy,
Congress directed that, to the maximum extent possible, competition and the
demand for services should be used to establish reasonable rail rates; and that
the need for federal regulatory control over rail transportation should be
minimized. (49 U.S.C. Section 10101(a)) In the absence of the former regulatory
restraints on the rail industry, its financial viability has been restored, and is
reflected in the rails vastly improved productivity and its annual investment of
billions of dollars a year in capital expenditures to expand and maintain its tracks,

bridges, tunnels, facilities, and equipment.

Rail transportation is a key component in servicing the domestic and
international markets. This is particularly true in the transportation of export and
import shipments which enables United States industry to be a participant in the
global economy. The President’s National Export Initiative, with a goal of doubling
exports by 2015, cites a reliance on continued improvement of rail intermodal

market share and intermodal connections.

Since the 1970s there has been tremendous growth in intermodal

transportation, both



Intermodal customers require high-quality service and supporting
infrastructure. IANA also believes that should the railroads once again be
straddled with burdensome regulatory restraints, which Congress plainly has

recognized impairs the financial



product that is environmentally sound and sustainable. As Congress recognized in
the Staggers Rail Act, the elimination of needless regulatory restrictions has
enabled the railroads to better meet the demands of the domestic and global

markets.

During my twenty (20) years in the transportation industry, | have had first-

hand experience in witnessing the evolution of intermodal
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