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October 14, 2020 
 
 
 
Ann D. Begeman, Chairman 
Martin J. Oberman, Vice Chairman 
Patrick J. Fuchs, Board Member 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, DC 20423 
 
Dear Chairman Begeman, Vice Chairman Oberman and Board Member Fuchs: 
 
This year marks the 40th anniversary of the enactment of the Staggers Rail Act. We write to urge the 
Board to maintain the balanced underlying economic framework that has been the bedrock of your 
decisions and ensure that no actions you take undermine the ability of freight railroads to reinvest in the 
rail network.  
 
Any action inhibiting freight rail investment would threaten economic development and quality of life in 
our communities, precipitate job losses in the rail supply and contracting sectors, and undercut safety, 
efficiency and productivity across the rail network, affecting all railroads, small and large. 
 
As you know, the Staggers Act established a visionary approach to regulation that sparked a freight rail 
renaissance and continues to provide measurable benefits to businesses, consumers, taxpayers and our 
economy.  
 
This landmark, bipartisan legislation was necessary because decades of rigidly prescriptive federal 
overregulation had decimated the U.S. freight rail network. Bankruptcies were commonplace, rail rates 
were rising, safety was deteriorating, and rail infrastructure and equipment were in increasingly poor 
condition because railroads simply could not earn enough to pay for basic upkeep, let alone innovation 
and improvements. 
 
Since the implementation of a balanced system of economic regulation under the Staggers Act, which 
protects rail customers while allowing railroads to manage their assets and pricing, U.S. freight railroads 
have invested hundreds of billions of dollars in the rail network. Rail traffic has doubled, rail productivity 
has more than doubled, rail rates are down more than 40 percent, and recent years have been the safest 
on record.  
 
Freight railroads’ massive, post-Staggers investments in infrastructure, equipment and technology 
transformed a failing rail system into a high-tech, highly efficient, interconnected network that links 
American communities, businesses and consumers to markets across the country and around the world.  
 
This is importa









*Affiliation listed for identification purposes only. 
** The views expressed are those of the scholar 





*Affiliation listed for identification purposes only. 
** The views expressed are those of the scholar only. 

 

 

7 

Lee Ann Eager 
President & CEO 
Fresno County Econ. Development Corporation 
Fresno, CA 
 
Eduardo Gonzalez 
Executive Director 
Fresno State Office of Community & Econ. Dev. 
Fresno, CA 
 
Marnie Primmer 
Executive Director 
FuturePorts 
Long Beach, CA 
 
Barry Broome 
President & CEO 
Greater Sacramento Economic Council 
Sacramento, CA 
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Hon. Bill Dunn 
State Representative, District 16 
Tennessee General Assembly 
Knoxville, TN 
 
Hon. Bruce Griffey 
State Representative, District 75 
Tennessee General Assembly 
Paris, TN 
 
Hon. Rusty Grills 
State Representative, District 77 
Tennessee General Assembly 
Newbern, TN 
 
Hon. Dan Howell 
Chair, House Trans. Committee (District 22) 
Tennessee General Assembly 
Georgetown, TN 
 
Hon. Kelly Keisling 
State Representative, District 38 
Tennessee General Assembly 
Byrdstown, TN 
 
Hon. Becky Massey 
Chair, Senate Trans. & Safety Comm. (District 6) 
Tennessee General Assembly 
Knoxville, TN 

 
Hon. Mark Pody 
State Senator, District 17 
Tennessee General Assembly 
Lebanon, TN 
 
Hon. Lowell Russell 
State Representative, District 21 
Tennessee General Assembly 
Vonroe, TN 
 
Hon. John Stevens 
State Senator, District 24 
Tennessee General Assembly 
Huntington, TN 
 
Hon. Art Swann 
State Senator, District 2  
Tennessee General Assembly 
Maryville, TN 
 
Hon. Terri Weaver 
State Representative, District 40 
Tennessee General Assembly 
Lancaster, TN 
 
Hon. Sam Whitson 
State Representative, District 65 
Tennessee General Assembly 
Franklin, TN 

 
Texas 
 
Larry Martinez 
Executive Director 
Alice-Jim Wells County Econ. Dev. Corp.  
Alice, TX 
 
Gary Molberg 
President 
Amarillo Chamber of Commerce 
Amarillo, TX 
 
Laura Huffman 
President & CEO 
Austin TX Chamber of Commerce 
Austin, TX 
 

Robert Mitchell 
CEO 
Bay Area Houston Partnership 
Houston, TX 
 
Hon. David Blackburn 
County Judge 
Bell County 
Belton, TX 
 
Lorena Valencia 
Executive Director 
Brownfield Chamber of Commerce 
Brownfield, TX 
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Hon. Jason Tabor 
Mayor 
City of Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, TX 
 
Hon. Richard Boyett 
Mayor 
Cleveland 
Cleveland, TX 
 
Virginia Fleming 
Executive Director 
Comanche Chamber of Commerce & Ag 
Comanche, TX 
 
Carl Watson 
Executive Director 
Dumas/Moore County Chamber 
Dumas, TX 
 
Hon. Jay T. Elliott 
County Judge 
Falls County  
Marlin, TX 
 
Tony Felker 
President & CEO 
Frisco Chamber of Commerce 
Frisco, TX 
 
Tim Koerting 
Director of Business Development 
GCF Railworks, Inc. 
Addison, TX 
 
Mike Scott 
CEO 
Granbury Chamber of Commerce 
Granbury, TX 
 
John Crutchfield 
President 
Greater Killeen Chamber of Commerce 
Killeen, TX 
 
 
 
 

Mike Meek 
President 
Greater New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce 
New Braunfels, TX 
 
Hon. Robert Newsom 
County Judge 
Hopkins County 
Sulphur Springs, TX 
 
Frank Given 
President 
Hulcher Services, Inc. 
Denton, TX 
 
Brett Siedelmann 
VP Sales 
Hulcher Services, Inc. 
Denton, TX 
 
Tom Giovanetti 
President 
Institute for Policy Innovation 
Irving, TX 
 
Ron Albee 
President 
Jay-Reese Contractors 
Dripping Springs, TX 
 
Hon. Jeff Branick 
County Judge 
Jefferson County 
Beaumont, TX 
 
Lance LaCour 
President & CEO 
Katy Area Economic Development Corporation 
Katy, TX 
 
Gene Lindgren 
President & CEO 
Laredo Economic Development Corporation 
Laredo, TX 
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Henry Bell 
President 
Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce 
Tyler, TX 
 
Scott Martinez 
President/CEO 
Tyler Economic Development Council 
Tyler, TX 
 

Rebecca L. Brewster 
President 
Van Horn Economic Development Corporation 
Van Horn, TX 
 
Hon. Woodrow W. Gossom Jr. 
County Judge 
Wichita County Commissioners Court 
Wichita Falls, TX 

Utah 
 
Kellen
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Hon. Sean Polster 
Councilman 
Town of Warrenton 
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Hon. Victoria Woodards 
Mayor 
City of Tacoma 
Tacoma, WA 
 
Verlynn Best 
CEO-President 
Greater Yakima Chamber of Commerce 
Yakima, WA 
 
Hon. Pam Roach 
Councilwoman, District 2 
Pierce County 
Sumner, WA 

Sprague Chamber of Commerce 
Sprague, WA 
 
Mariya Frost 
Director of the Coles Center for Transportation 
Washington Policy Center 
Olympia, WA 
 
Hon. Curtis King 
State Senator, District 14 
Washington State Legislature 
Yakima, WA 
 

 
West Virginia 
 
Garrett Ballengee 
Executive Director 
Cardinal Institute 
Charleston, WV 
 
City of Beckley 
Beckley, WV 
 
Hon. Steve Williams 
Mayor 
City of Huntington 
Huntington
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Hon. Don Vruwink 


