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ISSUE TYPE Regulatory (Federal)  

AGENCY Congress/FMCSA 

STATUS Active/Tracking 

DIVISION IMPACT MC  

INTERESTED PARTIES         ATA  

                                    

KEY DATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOST RECENT  

ACTION      

Dec. 4, 2015 ў President signs FAST Act, 

bill includes call for military pilot program 

Aug. 22, 2016 ў FMCSA proposes military 

pilot program  

June 2019 ў FMCSA begins accepting 

applications for military pilot program 

Nov. 15, 2021 ў President signs IIJA, bill 

calls for Safe Driver Apprenticeship Pilot 

Program for CDL holders under 21 years 

old 

Jan. 14, 2022 ў FMCSA formally 
establishes Safe Driver Apprenticeship 
Pilot Program 

May 17, 2023 ў House introduces DRIVE 
Safe Integrity Act 

 
Statement of the Issue 
In 2021, the American Trucking Associations’ (ATA) 

“Truck Driver Shortage Analysis” found the trucking 

industry must hire nearly 1 million new drivers over the 

next decade to meet growing freight demand. In its 

report, ATA identified one of the largest factors 

contributing to the shortage to be the aging workforce – 

the average for-hire over-the-road truckload driver is 49 

years old. ATA noted that statutory age restrictions on 

interstate commerce serve as a deterrent to young 

drivers considering joining the trucking workforce. The 

restricted age group, 18- to 21-year-olds, experiences the 

highest rate of unemployment but is unable to drive 

trucks in interstate commerce. By age 21, the legal 




